^r-s^f*- Featuring: 
MAMIE SMITH 
"The first Lady of the Blues' 
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from left to right: Ernest Elliott, Dope Andrews, Mamie Smith, Willie 'The Lion' Smith, Addington Major and Leroy Parker (late 1920) 

MAMIE SMITH - THE FIRST LADY OF THE BLUES 

by Len Kunstadt 

In our opinion Miss Smith was a phenomena, perhaps being the most important link 
or bridge between the minstrelsy -rag singing of the early 1900's and the blues song 
of the 20's. Her career of more than 40 years commencing at the turn of the cen - 
tury traveled the road from minstrelsy to rhythm and blues. 



ISSUE 57 - JANUARY 1964 

This Issue is dedicated to the late, great MAMIE SMITH 
"The first Lady of the Blues". 



MAMIE SMITH the girl who was instrumental in starting the 
million dollar Blues industry back in the 1920s was born in Cin- 
cinnati Ohio in 1883. During her earliest professional years she 
worked with a white act, the four dancing Mitchells, moving on 
to the famous Salem Tutt Whitney Show, The Smart Set. She 
came to Harlem in 1913 and as the years passed on she performed 
at such club cabarets as Barron Wilkins, Leroy's, Edmund's, 
Percy Brown, and the Gold Grabins. Perry Bradford, a promising 
composer and entertainer, introduced Mamie Smith to Okeh 
Records, then in its initial years as a record company. In August 
1920, Mamie's first recordings, THAT THING CALLED LOVE 
and YOU CAN'T KEEP A GOOD MAN DOWN, appeared on the 
Okeh release lists and ultimately into the public channels. The 
gratifying response to Mamie's initial and pioneering blues 
vehicle led Okeh in October 1920 to release another Mamie 
Smith coupling, IT'S RIGHT HERE FOR YOU and CRAZY BLUES. 



According to reports the recording sold 75,000 copies at $1.00 
each during the first month. Within the following six months it 
grossed one million copies or one million dollars. Mamie not 
only made her blues throne but she sat on it over the next decade 
like a Queen. The industry rolled out a welcoming carpet for a 
whole school of blues singers . . When the great blues gals like 
Bessie Smith and Ma Rainey finally put their voices down on wax 
in 1923, the blues industry was already in high gear, thanks to 
Mamie's successful recordings. Mamie Smith's ascendency was 
breathtaking. In November of 1920 bookings by the Quality 
Amusement Corporation followed and it was reported that Mamie 
Smith received the largest figure ever paid a colored artist by a 
colored management at that time. In early 1921 she and her 
jazz hounds were on a National tour spreading the Mamie Smith 
popularity. She was supposed to have received $100, 000 in 
record royalties. Her theatre engagements were likewise lucra- 

(continued on page 6) 
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at i'.u- I if.yeltc Theatre, N. Y„ and the Dunbar 
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MAMIE SMITH "The First Lady of the Blues". 

tive. Long lines of theatre goers paid $3.20 top to hear her in 
person. She received as much as $2000 for a one-nighter in 
Norfolk, Virginia at Billy Sunday's Tabernacle which seated 
25, 000 enthusiastic fans. She not only played the famous Negro 
T. O.B. A. circuit from one end to another but she also brought 
her songs to many white audiences as well. The twenties were 
indeed 'golden years' for Mamie Smith. 

In addition to her recording activities for Okeh (later to be 
followed by Ajax and Victor and then back to Okeh) and her 
highly successful engagements, Mamie Smith also went before 
the movies cameras a number of times. One such movie adven- 
ture was Jailhouse Blues with Porter Grainger, Homer Tutt 
Whitney and Billy Mills. 

Mamie Smith really lived it up in those days. She had two 
homes in New York City and another home in Jamaica, Long 
Island. Lavishness in the form of expensive furnishings, fancy 
cars and countless luxuries went along with Mamie. Her 
flamboyancy poured over into her personal life as her tempera- 
mental escapades with managers, lovers and husbands made the 
gossip pages. 

Mamie Smith's jazz band accompaniments introduced many 
fledgeling musicians to the public and recording scene. Buster 
Bailey, Sidney Bechet, George Bell, Garvin Bushell, Johnny 
Dunn, Ernest Elliott, Bob Fuller, Coleman Hawkins, Porter 
Grainger, Bub Miley, Curtis Moseby and Willie 'The Lion' Smith 
were a few of the aspiring young 'Jazz Hounds' of Mamie Smith. 
It would be difficult to believe anyone of Mamie's stature 
could take a fall. As the 1929 depression passed and the 1930s 
came into being Mamie entered a period of gradual decline 
leading into obscurity. . . 

In 1940 Mamie Smith at the age of 57 made a gallant try at 
a comeback. She made a movie short in which she sang Harlem 
Blues (on the same kick as Crazy Blues) accompanied by Lucky 
Millinder's band and her voice was resonant and powerful. The 
comeback was shortlived as Mamie was failing physically. Her 
fortunes had disappeared and she was near penniless. The 
generation who had made her 'Queen' were either gone or had 
forgotten her. On September 16, 1946 at the age of 63 years, 
3 months and 21 days, after a two year illness in residence at the 
Harlem Hospital in New York City, Mamie Smith passed away. 
She was buried in a mass grave with no stone and no identifica- 
tion in the Frederick Douglass Memorial Park in Staten Island, 
New York. Except for a 3 x 5 card in the Memorial Park's office 
files, Mamie could have completely'disappeared off the side of 
the earth . We are happy to report that a monument and a 
private grave is now on its way for the FIRST LADY OF THE 
BLUES, MAMIE SMITH. 

*•*• The author wishes to acknowledge the late Dan Burley's 
3 part Mamie Smith biographical narrative appearing in the 
Amsterdam News in early 1940 as providing some source material 
for the preceding tintype on Mamie Smith. 

•••• Place of birth: It has also been reported that Mamie Smith 
was born in Georgia. 
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•'! GOTTA PUT YOU DOWN" 
"LAWD LAWD BLUES" 

8* LUCKT MIIUNDF-B 

HARLEM BLUES" 

I, PUBY SRAVORD 

WHY HAVE YOU MADE ME SO BH 

"HARLEM SERENADE" 
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A rare photo: 

MAMIE SMITH, MADELINE BELT, SIDNEY EASTON and ? ? ? 

in movie pic, 'Paradise In Harlem' About 1940. 



IF YOU DONT WANT ME 
BLUES 



By PERRY BRADFORD 






Mamie Smith 



Victoria Spivey 



KNEW MAMIE SMITH by VICTORIA SPIVEY 



From left to right: George Howell, Mamie Smith, Dope Andrews, 
Porter Grainger, Ernest Elliott, Johnny Dunn and Leroy Parker (1921). 



In the very early 20s Mamie Smith, the greatest blues singer 
at that time, made a public appearance at the City Auditorium 
in Houston, Texas. I had been learning a lot about Blues by play- 
ing her very popular Okeh phonograph records. Her 'CRAZY 
BLUES' was the very end and was selling like hotcakes. I wanted 
to see Mamie so bad but mother could not afford the money for 
the expensive City Auditorium where Mamie was appearing with 
her Jazz Hounds. Miss Smith only played the best theatres and 
auditoriums in those days. But I had a cousin who was quite a 
stepper and she found out how much I really wanted to see Mamie. 
I spent a night over at her house. She dressed me up by letting 
me wear some of her nice clothes. She was going to treat me to 
see and hear Mamie Smith that night. I was really whac they call 
today slaphappy when I heard this. We got to the spacious beauti- 
ful City Auditorium which was jammed with at least 3500 people 
and for the first time in life I saw Blues Queen, Mamie Smith in 
her shining glory - and did I see something! ! Wow! ! Miss Smith 
walked out on that stage and I could not breathe for a minute. 
She threw those big sparkling eyes on us with that lovely smile 
showing those pearly white teeth with a diamond the size of one 
of her teeth. Then I looked at her dress. Nothing but sequins and 
rhinestonesplus a velvet cape with white fur on it. We all went 
wild. And when she sung she tore the house down. Between num- 
bers while the band was playing she would make a complete ward- 
robe change in about a minute and was back in record time for 
her next blues selection. I remember that her second wardrobe 
was a gold metallic dress. Her full voice filled the entire audi- 
torium without the use of mikes like we use today. That was 
singing the blues! ! I was really inspired and I kept plugging to 
become a blues singer. 

Well, I never met Miss Smith again until 1926 in St. Louis. 
Well, honey: by that time I had made it, and the Black Snake 
Blues of mine was really riding on Okeh and all over the country. 
This time I had the chance to shake Mamie's hand through the 
courtesy of John Erby who was my tutor and pianist at that time. 
John and Mamie were good friends. I had the chance to tell 
Mamie how much I admired her voice and wardrobe and her 
beautiful teeth. Mamie was still on big time. How do I know?! 
She told Erby how she had refused to work for less than 2500 dollars 
a week in Kansas City. That was the last time I saw Miss Smith. 



When I heard in 1946 that my Queen Mamie Smith had passed 
and was buried in an unidentified, stone-less grave with two 
strangers, I just grieved. I spoke to different big stars about it but 
no one paid me any attention. So it rode on all the way till 
September 1963 when I made my European Blues Tour. And in 
Germany I spoke to two wonderful great lovers of the blues, 
GUNTER and LORE BOAS (husband and wife), about Mamie. When 
they heard about Mamie's plight they flipped. They gave me 
their assurances that they were going to help get Mamie Smith a 
headstone. And that they did!! On November 30, 1963 they 
worked out a very successful 6 -band jazz blues benefit for the 
purpose of raising the money for the stone and that they did: A 
few days later the headstone was finished. Just a few days after 
that the stone, was on a German ship with a jazz band to see the 
stone off. heading for our New Orleans. We understand that the 
steamship line paid the passage freight itself. How noble! After 
the stone will arrive Editor, Len Kunstadt and myself will take 
over to get the stone to New York and also to raise money for re- 
burial and a new plot for Mamie. 
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GUNTER and LORE BOAS 

You know, MAMIE SMITH is justmore than a pioneering blues 
singer. History proves that it was her who started out all this 
blues in a commercial successful way, and today thousands of 
people of every race, creed and nationality are earning their 
bread because of the blues - and millions of people are receiving 
enjoyment by listening to it. How can we forget when we were 
born and how we grew up? Why should we forget Mamie Smith 1 ? 
That's the real reason behind all these preparations to get Mamie 
a 'stone' in the sun. 
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MAMIE SMITH -A Provisional Discography 

Owing to the significance of this issue we have taken 
the liberty to repeat a comprehensive discography of 
MAMIE SMITH which appeared in THE DISCOPHILE 
(Editor, Derek Coller) (no longer published) in Novem- 
ber 1956, issue 51. Although a fine discoaraphv of 
Mamie Smith does appear in Brian Rust's, JAZZ RECORDS 
1897-1931 (published in 1961) it does not have the degree 
of completeness (sources, composer credits, discussion etc.) 
of the Discophile presentation. Please see the addenda 
column at the end of this compilation. 



» A M I E SMIT H 

provisional disco 



MAMIE SMITH ( "contr.-.lto with Rogn Orchoatrn"; poauibly TA Cox, trumpet, Dopo 
Androwa, trombono, Ernoat "Stioky" Elliott, olarinot & tenor, Loroy P-.rkor, 
violin) Willio "Tho Lion" Smith, piano) i Nov York City , Fobruar.v 14, 19 do 



0-7275-E 
b-7276-D 



OK 4113. 
OK 4113. 



That Thing C-.llc 



-Phon,-.ia 41i ) 
-Phonala 4113 



You Can 1 1 Keep A_ Cood ~iian Down 

(1) peraonnol givon to Lon Kunatadt and dob Colton by Garvin 
BuOhell. Instrumentation agreed by Waltor C. Allen. 

(2) according date from duplioated advurtiain,: material for Porry 
Bradford 'a fir at (apparently nevor isouod) LP on his 
"Crispua AttuckB" label. Dato from LK & DC. 

(3) Don Bokor's copies of thlu rooord give Thia Thing Callod Lovo. 
Ono oopy la labollod "Contralto v/ith Orchoatra". All othor 
eouroos givo as ahown above 

(4) Both titloa oomposod by Porry Bradford. 

MHIl SMITH AND HER JAZZ HOUNDS (vooal, aoo Addington Major, trumpot, Dopo 
Androwa, trombono, Ernoot "Stioky" Elliott, olarinot, Loroy Pnrkor, Violin, 
Willio "Tho Lion" Smith, piano) i Auguo t 10, 1920 

B-7529-C OK 4169- Crazy Bluos -Phonala 4169, OdO A3H902 

B-7539-B OK 4I69. It 'a Pifht Horo For You (if You Don't Cot It - 

'Tnln't No Fault Of HinoT -Phonala 4I69 

(5) poroonnol givon to LK & BC by Garvin Buaholl. 
Instrumentation ngrood by WCA. Soo also iaauo 30. 

(6} rooording dato - 000 (2) 

(7) "Crazy Bluoa" oomposod by Porry Bradford. 

(vooal, aoo aamo instrumentation ,ind pooaibly enmo poraonnol)i 

Soptonbor ^2, 1920 
-Phonala 4194 
-Phonala 4194 

(8} Inatrumontatlon agrood by WCA. 
(9) rooording dato - soo (2). 
(10) Both titloa oomposod by Porry Bradford. 

(vooal, aoo Johnny Dunn, trumpot) possibly Dopo Androws, trorabono| Ernoat 
Elliott or Garvin liusholl, olarinot; Loroy Parkor, violin| Portor Graingor, 
piano, 7 Goorgo Howoll, drums) 1 Novorabor 5, 19X 



B-7589-C 
B-7590-B 



OK 4194- 
OK 4194. 



Faro Thoo Honoy Bluo a 
The Road la Kooky 



8-764 2-B 
8-7643-B 



OK 4228. 
OK 4228. 



Hom'rlo a Of You tianray 

If You Don'"t Want lio Bluos 



-Phonala 4228 
-Phonala 4228 



(11) 



Porsonnol, with Elliott, givon by Bustor Bailoy to LK & BC, 
but Garvin Buoholl told thorn: "I raado my first rooordinga 
for OKoh bohind Mamio Smith. I boliovo it was Mamio's 
Fourth rooord. Havo to liaton to it to mako ouro ... 
aomothlng with 'Mammy' in tho titlo." 



(12) Instrumentation agrood by e'CA« oxoopt for trombono. LK la 
oortai 1 that thoro is a trombono proaont. Soo also loauo 30. 

(13) Rooording dato - aoo (2) 

(14) Both tltlos oomposod by Porry Bradford. 

(vooal, aoo Johnny Dunn, trumpotj Dopo Androw3, trombono, Ernest Elliott, 
olwicotl Loroy Pnrkor, violini Portor Graingor, pinnoi 7 Goorgo Howoll, 
^^ i'l'.r, _ Novombor 6, I92O 



a-7C58~S 
B-/659-C 



OK 4253. 
OK 4253. 



Don' 



PjWO Bluoa 

Sr-B recti A J than 



(15) Porsonnol from Buator Bailoy to LK & BC. Instrumentation 

Agrood by WCA. 
f 16j Rooording dato - sco (2). 
(17) Both titloa oompoaod by Porry Bradford. 

"V'2? g'HTH'S JAZZ HOUND S (no vooal on following two aidoa| Johnny Dunn, 
■Uv.:.;;?tj Lvpo Androwa, trombono) Garvin Buaholl, olnrinot) Loroy Pnrkor, 
violin, piano, xylophono)i 0. Fobruary , 1921 



8-7784-B 

8-772J-B 



OK 4254. 
OK 4254. 



R oyal Gord on Bluos 
&'',im-Mo-Kinff ' s Bluos 



~-Od73lt919 
-Od#3i!915 

( 18J Partial porsonnol from Gnrvin Buaholl to LK. 

(19) Instrumentation givon by Frank Hurlock doos not r.groo with 
this porsonnol, -in FH lists no violin) and auggoota porhnpo 
woodblooka and anothor rood inatrumont on e-7724. Poosibly 
tho suggoatod rood inatrumont is notuilly tho violin? 

I SO) Rooording dato oatimatod by Frank Dutton. 

(21) $6d iaauo as "Amorloan Jazz Band") thooo two s,idoa are 
bnokod. The OKoh band titlo from Guntar Boas. 

M.»,MT-E .E?:'. 1 ™. sKS 551 £A?.Z HOUNDS (vooal, aoo Johnny Dunn, trumpot) Bustor 
Bh.Uoy, oiariiiot) Cb.ir.ic "Johnson, tubal unknown xylophono) 1 

0. Fobruary , 1921 
JCBBJXj Ball 
V?-..:.it Hrvo .1 Bono 
?■'■•'' t Thlnff tfv.'lod Lovo (no vooal) 

/-OdO A3H948.A311949 
Old Time Bluoa (no vooal) -OdO A311908 



s-7788-B 
a -7759-0 
0-77SO-A 

b-7791-^ 



OK 4295. 
OK 4351. 
OK 4296. 

OK 4296. 



22) Porsonnol from Bustor Bailoy to LK & BC Soo lasuo 30. 

23) Rooording dato - soo (20). 

[24) Xylophono la not playod by Hart Porry. 



(vooal, nqo aa abovo, plus violin and piano) 1 
8-7794-6 OK 483b. Franicio Bluoa 



8-7795-A 



OK 4295. 



"U" Nood fomo Lovln' Bluos 



25) Instrumontr.tion for 7794 from LK & BC. 
[26) 7794 was roloaaod some two yoaro aftor rooording. 
wna oomposod by Marlon Diokoroon. 



(no dotalla on following sidoe, roportod by Porry Bradford to bo without 

vooala)i 

OK 4305. Baby You tiado Mo Fall For You 

OK 4305. You Can ' t Koop A Good Man Down 



(no details) s . „ , . 

8-7959-0 OK 4351. Dangoroua Blues " ** £4 

(27) Rooording dato - 000 (20). 

MAMIE SMITH jM HSR JA£I BAND (vooal, aoo two trumpota, trombono, olwlnoti 

violin) planoT? . ; _ u _ a ; XQ .*» 

a-70075-B OK 4416. Daddy , Your Mft an la Lonooomo For y5U " — 

(28) Instrumentation froffl V/c7.. 

(29) Rooording date - aee (20). 

(vooal, aoo two? trumpeta) two olarlnsts/sax, piano, drums, baaa Bax or 

a-70101-C OK 4416. Sax-O -Phone y Blues °' ^^^^ ~ ' ^^ 

B-70102-B OK 45U. Swoot Man Q';jinT~ 

(30) Abovo inatrumantation from WCA. For 70102 LK giveet 

2 tp, tb| ol, box, vl, p, And OB givea tp, sa, ta, baaa oli 
p, d. 

(31) Rooording dato - see (20). 

(vooal, aoo ono or two trumpeta, trombone, olarinot, violin, piano) 1 

B-70111-B OK 4427. Mama Whi£i Mama Spank ) (if Her Dadlf^n^t ' Co^T 

Homo ) 
B-70112-B OK 4427. IUo Freo , Singlo , piaongrgod , Looking for 

Somoono To Lovo 

(32^ Inatrumontatlon from LK.& BO. 

(33) Souroo of oxaot dato unknown, but FD oonfirms it is fairly 
aoourato. 

(34) 70111 oompoaod Roy Turk - J. Husaoll Robinson, 70112 
oomposod Charlos Tyua - Effio TyuB. 

(vooal. aoo two trumpota, trombono, olorluot, aax, violin, piano?, 

° yrab ^ « . if Auguat , 1921 

B-70121-B OK 4471. We spin ' ~ — _i — 

a-70122-B OK 46OO. A -Waarln ' Away The Bluea 

(35) Inatrumontatlon from LK & BC. 

(36) Reoordlng date - aee (20). 

(37) 70121 oompoaed by Mamie Smith - Dave Ringlo. 

(vooal, aoo trumpat, trombone, olarlnet, violin, piano, woodblooka) 1 

e-70127-E OK 4446. Down Home Bluea ~ "^"^ ~' -2 ^" 

B-70128-B OK 4445. Oot Jtot 

(38| Inatrumontatlon from LK & BC. 

(39) Rooording date - aoo (20). 

(40) 70127 oomposod by Tom Delanoy. 



(vooal, aoo two trumpot3, olarinot, aax, violin; piano?) 1 

c Sootembor , 1921 
a-70141-A OK 4446. Arknr.uaa Blu.-.a (A Do-«n Homo Qjiantl 

s-70142-A CK 4445- The V/Ang Wan^ Bluoa 

(41) Instrumentation from LK & BC, who atato it is only 
approximato, 

(42) Rooording dato - aoo (20). 

(43) 70141 oomposod by Anton Lada - Sponoor Williaraa. 

(voonl, aoo two trumpota, trombono, olarinot, aax, violin, piano?, wood- 
blocks & oymbal)i 0. Sopto.ibcr , 1Q21 
a-70152-A OK 4471. Stop_J Rost A Whllo 

(44) Instrumontation from LK & BC. 

(45) Rooording dato - aoo (20). 

(46) Composed By L.K. Oilbort - T. Brymn. 

MAMIE SMITH AMD HER JA2:, HOUNDS (vooal, aoo trumpot, trombono, olarinot, 
violin, piano, woodblocks) 1 0. Ootobor , ) j21 

e-70246-B OK 45H. Lot 'a Atr-oo +0 Disagroo _ 

S-70247-B OK 8024. R.-iibTinV : luos 

B-70248-B OK 8024. £ub^;Uta 

(47) Inatrumontation fro:. LK & BC. 

(48) rooording dato - soo (20). 

(49) OK 45H as MS and Her Jazz Hounds, OK 8024 as MS's Jaaz 
Hounds. 



£. Fobruary , 1922 



(no vooal, inatrumontatlon as abovo) 

8-70468-B OK 8030. Tho Decatu r gt.root Bluos 

B-70469-B OK 8030. Carolina B ~uoa 

!50) Instrumentation frcm LK & BO. 
5l) Rooording dato - aoo (20). 

(vooal, aoo trumpot) trombono) olarinot) violin, piano, ot al?)i 

0. Fobruary , 1922 
OK 4578. Doo Dah Pluoa 
OK 46OO. Thoro 'a Only Ono Man 



8-70479-0 
B-70480-B 
8-7048I-B 



OK 4578. V/ab".sh Bluoa 
f 5 2j Inatrumontatlon for OK 4570 from \7.H. Parry. 
153) Rooording dsto - aoo (20). 
(54) 70481 oomposod by Davo Ringlo - Frod Molnkon. 70479 

oomposod by Frod Roso - Eddio Whito. 



(no dotalls)i 
B-70650-B 
8-70651-B 
e-70654-B 
a-70655-B 



OK 4631. h'?™. D» d, ly Bluo a 
OX 4631. DpT ti Knock Out Bluoa 
OK 4630. Lonotomo Mama Bluoa 
OK 4630. New Orloano 

(55) No information on B-70'652/a-70653. 

(56) Rooording dato - aoo (20). 



o. May. , 1922 






'V.ii'IS SMITH AND HER JAZZ [10UHj?a (vocal, boo one or two trumpota) trombonoi 

iTarinot) sax) violin) piano) woodblocks), o, Juno i 1922 

6-70729-C OK 4653. Hnmlo Smith Bluoa 

a-70730-A OK 4658. Alabama BJEsg 

(57) Inatrumontntion from LK & BC. 
(50) Rocording dnto - 000 (20) 

(59) 70729 compoaod by Maraio Smith - Milo Roga. 70730 
oompoood by Libbio Williams Mohr. 

MAMIE SMITH'S JA ZZ HOUNDS (vooal, 000 two trumpota) trombonoi olarinot) two 
aoX| violin) piano) woodblocks). 0. July , 19_22 

B-70777-B OK 8036. Stuttoring 

B-70778-C OK 8072. Thoao Longing For You Bluoa (no vocal) 

(60J Inatrumontntion from LK & BC. 

(61) Rooording dnto - boo (20) 

(62) Rovorao of OK 8072 by Harlom Trio, 

(63) 70778 oompoood by Frank V.'oetphal. 

K AMIB SMITH AND HER JAZZ HOUNDS (voonl, ace two trumpota) trombonoi 
olarinoti bpjc| violin) piano) woodblocks). 0. July , 1922 

a-70790-B OK 4670. Got To tool My Do gf-ioa Now 

o-70791-B OK 4670. You Can HwoHim, I Don't Want Him , Dldn ■ t Lovo 

Him Anyhow Blur a 

B-70792-A OK 8036. Strut Your ,>.torlnl 

(64) Inatrumontntion for OK 4670 from LK & BC. 

(65) Rocording dato - aoo (20). 

(vocal, ace trumpotl trombonoj olarinot) urx) piano) druma); 0. July , 1922 
B-70&09-A OK 4689. Wish That I Could But I Can ' t Forgive You Bluoa 

(66) Instrumentation from WCA. LK & BC add violin to this. 

(vooal, aoo trumpotl trombonoj olarinoti alto| pianoi banjo) 1 

c. July , 1922 

B-70C24-B OK 4767. Slfthin' Around With Tho Bluoa 

a-70825-B OK 4689. That Da Da Strain 

(67) Instrumentation from WCA, who euggesta Johnny Dunn on 
trumpet) LK & BC add violin to inatruraontation. 

(68) 70824 oomposod by Milo Roga (DB). 

(no details) 1 o. Dooemb or , 1922 

B-71079-B OK 4752. I A in't Oonna Givo Nobody Nono Of Till a Jolly 

Roll 
8-71080-B OK 4752. Don't Moss With Ho 

(69) Hooording date - booTso]"^ 

(vocal, aoo ono or two trumpota) trombono; olnrlnot) violin) piano | wood- 

blooka). 0. Dooom'oor , 1922 

B-71085-A OK 4856. Moan Man 

B-71086-B OK 4767. The Jarktown Flapporo Ball 



(84) Portor Oralngor is oonpoaor of bcth tltloa on OK 4960' 
Dnto on thlo from 7.H. Parry, and dotailo on OK 40019 
from LK & BC. 

(85) Ho data on mr.atora 71761/8/3. 



(no dotaila) 1 



OK 4542. Oh I Joo ( Plo.-.no Don't Go ) 

OK 4542. Swoct Cookl o 

OK 4623. I ■/■"■nt A Jr. a ay Kloo 

OK 4623. Little Kind Troatmont 

IL',MIE SMITH AND HER JAZZ HOUNDS (vooal, r.oc alto) pip.noi banjo) 1 Into 1924 
31661^ Ajax 17(553. Juot Llko You Took ity jfon Away From Ho 

(aamo, with possibly drums r.ddod). 
31662 Ajnx 17063. Romorsoful Dluoa 

(voonl, aoo trumpot) trombono) altoj piano | bp.njo) tuba) ? druma) 1 

31669 Ajax 17058. LoBt Opportunity HIuob 

(aamo, with marimba p.ddod)i 

31670 Ajax 17058. Good Timo Ball 

(86) Tho nbovo information on tho Ajnx iaauos ims liatod in 
tho "liolody finkor" (Nov. 8,1947) by John Stoinor, and ho 
euggoatod Fnts Yfallor, pip.no j with porhp.pa Korean BuBtor, 
druma and marimba. 

(87) WCA hna hoard n boat copy of Ajnx 17058 and augc.oats Rtl 
inatrumontntion of tp| tb) ol) p) bj. 

(88) Horaoo Holmos, reported by LK & 3C ("Jr.zz Music" Vol. 15i 
No. 4), anys thnt tho Elmor Snowdon band aignod to 
aooompany Mamie Smith. Ho roo&llod the two titles on 
Ajnx 17058 but thought thoy woro rojootod, and gnvo tho 
porsonnol of tho Snowdon band as. Kolmos, oornot) Geno 
Aiken, trumpet) Jake Frazier, trombone) Ernie Bullook, 
Percy Glaacoe, Alex Jaokaon, reeda) Leslie hutohinaon, 
piano) Elmer Snowden, banjo. 

(89) Ajax aidos roleaood Docembor, 1924 (WCA). 

MAMIE Sr.ITH AND THE CHOP CHOP JAZZERS (vocal, aco piano). 

Ajax 17068". Jjjr Swoot :ian (Ticklo_3 Tho Ivories For to) 
cornet). . 

,Ajax 17068. What You Hood Is lie (And '.'/hat I Kood Is You) 



(samo, plus 
MAMIE SMITH 



bvo-36069 
bvo-36070 
(samo) 1 
bvo-36081 
bvo-36082 



(vocal, aco cornoti trombono) olarinoti piano) banjo) 1 

Now York City , August 27, 1956 
•2 Vi 20210. Coin' Crazy '.VltV. Tho Bluoa 
■2 Vi 20233. Swoot Virginia BlttOa 

August 31, 1926 

.2 vi 20233. 'jih^i ijn^g *p_ u . P ono T° Kako i: ° Fo01 ' r: ' liB '" ay 

•1 Vi 20210. I Onco Was Yours - I'm Somebody Elso^a Now 
(90) Instrumontation, matrix numbors, and rooording datos 
from Brian RUBt and confirmod by E.C. Forman of RCA 
Vlotor. 



GENERAL NOTES 

(a) "Index to Jazz" (Volumo 4) states that accompanimont to tho Maraio 
Smith rocords is by »' Instrumental group inoluding at difforont timoa Johnny 
Dunn, Bubbor Miloy, trumpots* Dopo Androwa, Jako Grcon, trombonos* Buator 
Bailoy, Ernoat Elliott, Bob Fuller, clarinets* Coleman Hawkins, tenor* 
Leroy Parker, Stan Walker, George Bell, violins* Perry Bradford, Porter 
Grainger, pianos* and others". 

Walter C. Allen adds to tho above j Joo Smith, trumpet* Cutio Porkins, 
Curtis Mosoly, druma* pointing out that varioua photographs in print show 
tho following musicians in Mamie Smith groups: - 

Johnny Dunn, tp* Dopo Androws, tb* Ernoat Elliott, cl* Porry Bradford, 
p* Loroy Parker, violin. (Down Boat, Vol. 8, No. 12). 

Addington Major, trumpot, Andrews, trombono* Elliott, olarinot? Willie 
"Tho Lion" Smith, piano* Parkor, violin. (Down Boat, Vol. 9, No.3)» 

Joo Smith, trumpot* Cooil Carpontior, trombono* Bob Fuller, clarinet* 
Coleman Hawkins, tenor* George Boll, violin; Cutie Porkins, drums* Harvey 
Brooks, director. ( ? ). 

All tho above loavos a numbor of muaicians unaccountod for in tho 
main part of this discography. 

(b) J. C. Johnson in tho "Molody Maker" (April 16, 1955) waa roported 
as sayingi "I playod on rocorda with Maraio, too. 'Boon Somo Changes Mado' 
was one, I think, and I am sure sho mado four sidos for Victor around ' 29"» 
Similar commonts woro mado by Albert McCarthy in "Jazz Monthly". 
Presumably J.C. Johnson was roforring to the 19 2<5 Victor soasion, whilo tho 
"Boon Somo Changes Mado" session poaaibly remains to bo discovorod. 



(70) Instrumentation from LK Ct 3C 

(71) Recording date - aeo (20). 

(72) 71085 oompoted by Millard II. Thomas. 
Bernio Crooeman and Irving iiaslof. 



71085) . 

71036 composed by 



(vooal, aoo two trumpota) trombonoj olarinet) aax) 



iolin) piano) 1 
0. Dooembor 



1922 



8-71112-B OK 4781. I'm Gonna Get You 

(73) Instrumentation from LK & BC. 

(74) Rocording dato - aoo (20). 

(75) Coloman Hawkins almost oortainly aaxist on this rocord. 
For full dotaila rofor final notoo. 

(vocal, aoo two trumoota) trombono) olarinot) aoxj violin) piano) 1 

0. January , 1923 

B-71161-C Ok 4781. You ■ vo Got To Soo Mamma Ev'ry Night 

(76) Instrumentation from LK &. BC. 

(77) Rocording dnto - boo (20). 

MAMIE SMITH (vooal, aco Clnronco tfillimns, pip.no): 0. July — ,1223 

B-71675-B OK 4935. You Can ' t Do '.Vhnt My_ Lnst ten Did 

a-71680-B OK 4935- Good Looking Pnna 

(79) Clnronoo Willinma ia nnmod on lp.bol of 71680, but no 

pinniat la nnmod on 71675- Hia proaonco on tho lnttor ia 
nasumod. Dntn from Don Bnkor. 

(79) 71675 oomposod by J.C.Johnaon - Allio l!ooro, 71680 
oompoaod by Clnronoo Villinmo. 

(80) Rooording dnto oatim.-.tod. Ho dnta on mnators 71676/7/«/9- 

(voonl, aoo Harlom Trio) Sidnoy Boohot, soprano) unknown (Portor Grp.ingor?), 
piano) unknown banjo). °*liZ AMuat 1£23. 



B-71725-B 
a-71726-B 



Lndy Luck Bluoa 
Knnsna City lip.n Bluoa 



OK 4926- 
OK 4926- 

(81) Boohot' a proscnoo is noooptod by tho oxporta on thie 
eubjoot, wo boliovo. Grningor'o prooonoo noaumod from 
oompoaor orodita on following aidoa, though Clnronco 
Willinma, pinno) Buddy C'.iriatian, banjo) hnvo nlao 
boon euggoatod. 

(82) Rooording dnto - aoo (20). 

(83) 71725 oompoaod by -.'illinm Wobbor-Clnronco Willinma. 
71726 oompoaod by Clnronoo Willlema - J.C. Johnaon. 



(vooal, aoo Portor Grainor ?, pinno). 

B-71727-A OK 4960 • Plain Old Bluoo 

(vooal, aoo Portor Grningor 7, pinno). 

B-71759-A OK 4960. iilatrontiri' >.ddy Bluoo 

a-71760-/! OK40019. D" 11 li So An^i So 

8-71764-B OK40019. Iji Hnmmy'a Bluoa 



sarao aoaalon? 



0. August , 1923 



(91) Brian Rust suggests a poraonne) of Thomae liorrio, oornet) 
Charlie Irvio, trombone) Bob Fullor, olarinot) Lorn 
Fowler ?, piano; Buddy Clxistian, banjo. As matrix 
bvo-36071 is by a Thomae iiorria group with tho aamo 
inBtrumoiitation, tho proaonco of Horria at loaat aooma quito 
roaoonablo. 

(92) bvo-36070/bvo-36o8l oompoaod by Razaf-J.C. Johnaon. 



(vooal, with unknown aoo)i 
W401760 Ok uniaauod. 



W401761 
W401762 


OK uni8suod. 
OK uniaauod. 


W401763 


OK rojoot. 


W401763 


OK uniaauod. 



Wondorful Mp.mmy 
i!y Sportln' Man 
Tho Luro Of Tho South 

Tho Show iuuat Go On . 

Tho Show JIuat Go On 



Now York City , torch 30, 1929 



April 1, 1929 
April 29, 19 29 



(93) Dotaila on thoao I929 titloB from Holomo Chmurn, of 
Columbia Rooords, Ino. 

(94) ilnmio Smith wno pnid ^265.00 a aido for thoao four titloa. 
Tho total of #1060.00 wp.s ahnrod botwoon ::nmio (#600.00) 
and nor mnnngor, Bort Goldborg (Oroh noc) (#460.00). Thla 
intorosting noto ia from tho Columbin filoa, and prosumnbly 
tho "(Oroh noo)" indicates that Mr. Goldborg organiaod tho 
aooompnniment on thoao aidoa. 

-ooal, aoo trumpotl trombono) olarinot) alto| anothor anx?) pipjioj banjo) 



drums) 
W404850A 
W404851A 
W404852A 

W404853A 



8915. 
8915- 



8864. 



Now York City , Fobrunry 12, 1931 
Eon ' t You Advortlao Your Man 
Gol f in' Pnpn 
Jenny's Ball -PnE R1195,PnIt B71152 

/OdG A286061 

Koop A_ Song In Your Soul 



(95) 

153 



(99) 



.'intrix numbors nnd rooording dnto from Holono Chraurn of 

Columbia Rooords, Ino. 

Inatrumontntion auggoatod by WCA. Ia thoro a olarinot? 

In "Gorman Jazz Diaoogrnphy", Horst Lango auggosta thnt tho 

acoompanying group ia a Olaronco Willinma bnnd, probnbly 

boonuao mnstora W404854 to W404857 (rooordod anmo day) p.ro 

by Willirjna nnd hiB Jazz Kings. PorBonnol for thoao aidoa 

by Willinma waa liatod in tho "Jnzzfindor" (Aug, 1948) as 

Bill Dillard, Wnrd Pinkott, tp) Jitrjny Arohoy, tb) Henry 

JonoB, Froddio Skorritt, Bingio Kndiaon, anxoa) Gono 

Rogora, p) Ooldio Luone, g) Diok Fullbright, b) Bill 

Boaaon, d. 

W40485O waa ronuraborod W404866A whon roloaaod. 

Rovorao of 'tho PnE, Palt, and OdO ioeuoa, Eddio tang and 

Lonulo Johnson. 



(0) In an intorviow with Lon Kunstadt and Bob Colton, Garvin Busholl 
saids "Incidentally, I took Elliott's spot with Mamie and Bob Fuller took 
mine. Buster Bailey made aome aides with Mamie while I was there. Coleman 
Hawkins came with Fuller* never heard any of the Hawkins sides". 

"Bubba Miley was definitely on OKeh records with me behind Mainie» 
Bubba tookTjohnny ' s plaoe when Dunn went on tour". 

(d) Coleman Hawkina remembered (to LK &. BC) Joe Smith, trumpet* George 
Bell, violin* Harvey Brooka, piano* Cutie Perkins, drums* and probably 
Cecil Carpenter as the tromboniat, for the sides he made with Mamie. He 
also thought that Bustor Bailey may havo boon on some of thorn too, and 
rocallod "I'm Gonna Got You". Buator Bailoy, when wuoriod, roraombored 
making somo sidos with Hawkins bohind Mamie Smith, but cannot romombor 
which they woro. Bailey verifies Hawkins on "I'm Gonna Get You", whioh 
ho aurally evidonood. 

(e) "Crispus Attucks Record Co" was, we believe, a still-born 
endeavour of Porry Bradford's. Tho oompany's addross wasi 104-49> 165th 
Stroot, Jaraaioa 33, L.I., N.Y. , U.S.A. Tho LP advortisod on this labol 
was schodulod to contain twolve titlos, ton by Mamir Smith and two by 
Bardford'B Jazz Phools, but thoro is nothing to indioato that this rocord 
was aotually issuod. 

***** Above was i S s Ue( i DU t not in the format described. It was a 12" Lp with 
Noble Sissle interviewing Perry Bradford with various Bradford compositions 

(ressues of past days) being played in between the discussions. See addenda 
section for Mamie Smith items used on this LP. 
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MAMIE SMITH 

(f) Mamio Harris has boon listed as a pseudonym for Maraio Smith, but 
in "Jazz Directory" (Volumo 4) it is statod that Mamio Harris is actually 
a pseudonym for Rosa Hondorson. 

(g) "Phonala" was a Canadian label, issuing OKoh sides in Canada with 
tho original OKoh oataloguo numbers. 
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ADDENDA as of JANUARY 1964 
OKEH MASTERS 



Crazy Blues reissued on Folkways RBF 5. S ide 1. track 5 

Don't Care Blues reissued on Crisous Attucks LP PB101, Side A, Track 5 

Royal Garden Blues composed by Clarence Wi lliams-Spencer Williams 

Shim-Me-King' s Blues composed by Porter Grainier 

What Have I Done composed by Perry Bradford a ++,,«>« 

That Thing Called Love(no vocal) composed by Perrv Bradford. Reissued on Crispus Attucks 

%P BP101, Side A, Track 2 

Old Time Blues composed by J. Dunn 



7529 
7658 
7 724 
7725 
7789 
7790 

7 "7 91 UiU i.J.lU.0 AJJ.UCSO Vyv_/'.ii|_<i_/ oova i*jr ■»] 

s-7792-C Ok 4505 Baby You Made Me Fall For You -composed by Robert W. Ricketts 
s-7 795-B Ok 4305 You Can' t Keep A Good Man Down-composed by Perry Bradford 

abo*ve* sides are by MAMIE SMITH'S JAZZ HOUNDS and are entirely intrumental. 

Instrumentation and musicians similar to 7790 & 7791 
7959 Dangerous Blues composed by Billy Brown 

70075 Daddy, Your Mama Is Lonesome For You composed by C.Smith - B.Schafer - J. Durante 

70101 Sax-O-Phoney Blues composed by Mjlo-Rega 

70102 Sweet Man 0' Mine composed by R. Turk - J.R. Robinson 
70246 Let's Agree To Disagree composed by M.Smith-C Smith-Durante 
70777 Stuttering composed by Maceo Pinkard 

70792 Strut Your Material composed by Bob Miller 

70809 Wish That I Could.... composed by Goodman-Rose 

70825 That Da Da Strain composed by Mamie Medina-Edgar Powell 

71112 I'm Gonna Get You composed by Porter Grainger-Bo b Ricketts 

71161 You Got To See Mamma Every Night composed by Billy Rose-Con Conrad 

AJAX MASTERS 

31656 MAMIE SMITH, Piano Ace - My Sweet Man... composed by Bennett 

31658 MAMIE SMITH AND THE CHOP CHOP JAZZERS - What You Need. . . composed by Bennett 

31661 Just Like You Took My Man composed by Gilbert-Rega 

31662 Remorseful Blues composed by Summer 

31669 Lost Gpportunity Blues composed by Bennett 

31670 Good Time Ball composed by Callens 

TO 



RECORD RESEARCH 



THE MAGAZINE OF RECORD INFORMATION.* STATISTICS 

65 GRAND AVENUE BROO KLYN 11205 N.Y. 



AUCTION AUCTION 

RECORDS 



MINIMUM BID 50 CENTS PER RECORD, CONDITION GUARANTEED. BID BY NUMBER AT 
LEFT OF COLUMN. RECORDS SHIPPED RR EXPRESS (CHARGES COLLECT) UNLESS YOU 
REQUEST PARCEL POST AT YOUR OWN RISK. ADD 25 CENTS FOR PACKING CHARGE. 
WINNERS WILL BE NOTIFIED TO SEND. REMITTANCE. RECORDS WILL THEN BE SHIPPED. 

m M 1 OYPSIES -Brunmlok t^'^l l*i.™%}2. HotSolosAArr. a*£_AUTRY..oontlnued 

T FM.CuTta/CKLY 1 NITE 3384 a'- 7 " ">*<Mmi BREAKDCW/HI585VW1.25T6T HOME RA,-.GE/REDRIVERC020085 e#e "' 

OREEH B ADAIR-folk « mln-0.lut.bla 75 H0W l "" 0IRL/8EE 0K40277B??3. 162 TWILITETRAIL/RIDE ""20087 N ,*, 

? LUCY~WANTS n;SURANCEA<ALINDAl5316N-. 76 0IVE HE WE/« l " i H"""-«'" 10 700E#*3 163 WAVB2ME/0VER A0AD1 "36584 E# 
LIL ARMSTRCH0 $1 - 



BUD 8IRUDI0HAMAUKE onEDISON 

405 WE T R£" 00NNA HAVE WEATHER51552N- 

406 THAT'S ALL THERE IS/ReveiaeHas 
ThroeWalnwrlghtSlstera-OotN o515J3Ej' 
BILLY BISHOP-raroFolkElectfceanOennet 

407 MEDWOL FAV0RITES/pt2 6203E»S3 
BLACK DW.LN0S-Flr.e8*O»Jaz2Band-Wh0 
ari" TheyT ?3"i«ln bid 

40B back Tan; bl/dancp: CKT5347'/ 

BLACK PMATES-flneJaiilnatrunantal" 

io'J'RolL'dF Carpets/old BWAYI230VS2 

above pleye better than ltLookT" 
THE BUCK HAWKS Oroh onBROADWAY 

Iio" geT oVf TMJer now/ BWAY1175 e# 

PRANK BLACK ORCH 'Baupvooala 
JlT-STRUM bTUES _ AWAY/- IDEA BR352JN- 
412»UNDER M0ONA<ILLION 8R3600E 

247CHEERup/I'M NeodlnUS2.25BR4B43E# MoreBEASLEY with BennyPleyaBetter 413«BEST THIN03 W LIPE FREE"3657 E 
YIDDISHEMOOAE/EILI 0ALAl007N- 3ft MISSlirPAL7STCron£AUVI2l63?V»6 TO BLACK OBCH 

249 PLYDITCKY/OBISBERO OALA1 008 N REV BEAtV.ONTgroatNegroOoapeloer-fy *" MAYBE ITS THE UOON/TrlnU!E12209E 

250 MY KID/Shonnon4tet 7TI5605 E# 727 BUM) Ean/OOD METDEVIL BA6406e# 415 I'M WITH YOU/SINOCHORUSVI22916EV 
nln-ChlpSOf 328 NOAH BUILT ARK/Pt2 0A9292N. BLIND BLAKE •♦1.25 ml" " 
)TRBi0NTO517>#SIpniY BECHET 4l6*»CHAMPAT0NCHARLIE(cr)CR0WN3357N- 

3?? KC 6"aH" FiTPOLKADOT C038319EE- 417»BAD FEELDI BLUES/(or)PARA124?7E 
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CLOSES 



JANUARY 29, 1964 
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8" lfAiro^lOW~CCUE YOU DO ME-RAO1050 N 85 LIVN HI(WlllliunsBlu«5)HJCA32N$l 174 

9 0RI2LY BEAR/ALEXRAOTAIET1IlCK222 N 86 SHANOHAI SHUPFLEtHondsrao nJAZZN tI 175 MISS VALLEY BLUES|4 PB12775E# war TT.lW.rviwBiHTEaAHEl T OTIlfi N 
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iCHARLEY BLAKE-Or«atRaroFolksVpERTCNI 

4lf 7AC"KS0FrcOUN"T/H epLUVS 9559E#E 

abovt rarity $8 nln bid 



6 CORRINE/P0RTERLUVSON0 ^ 1630 ^V 81 DIPPEWOUTH/HEVER MEETDE?06NE«1 170 BE HONEST WITH ME/ OKoT980E# MWElttU 3EDAN/BUTTSR00521 U<*1I>AN BEDDCE alng»(H." a RareP.r.onallty 

DTl9379»l 171 AD.TN0 USE 0Rrao/PACE||O60B5E# g* ^oHOLWm^iaiT DE7550W J37 ^AN-NYBOY/oE FASH TOVNBR3848 E 5SIS**!*!?'*?**"' : 



SSKJISa « WmlnHER LITTLESEDAN/ «1222 5 V 

35 i^l«i? Z&XSO& "*"» 



lty'>1.25 nln blB^ 4"20»5olLi?EFviL/tfall«r CENT402 Jltl.af 

BELASCO SO.AMERICAN ORK-BlaokSwan 421 ONE MORE TniE(8and)CR0WN3HIElT' 
J33"SWEE"T - CH"ARLIE/AU!A MIA 2048 V |X 422 SOUNDS AFRICA (One of grcat.ot 



abovo Boiffid like' 
plokup group plus 



ALL STAR ORK- AUStar on.VICT3"R 



Laf flnRaoord $2 nln bid OK 4678 



, M&uV niTnD?IJIv/LTFEl»SOIO"11375E- 3"340B" PS?ER/PREE MAN JUUP22 E# 
Tl-CH-LOETH7t-Tp,Pno)-BaurVooal21149tt89 MBKRAT(Hot5)HEEBIEPlayjKOK8300V|2 178 OOODBYB LIT DARLIN/0ONEVO05463 f° "™™g "S "^ ' ™SE?Sjl 335BUCK&WHITE RAO/SADITSPA.A7776N 

12 RAINBOW SHOULDER(hotTp,vln) 21667V 90 NOBODY/aOCKINOHAIR OK0756 E-»2 

13 'KAIT END ROAD/T 

14 DEEP 
ALL STA 
l5"'CRAWLED 



l»ntH6ndor»on Ja«PlanoRagPlanoSolosOnDl»e/BALT. 
trlngsPoaOUTp BUZZ $7.50 Din bid EM10434 E 

423 BALTD10RE BUZZ/BandVU87?l E $1 

424 EVENIN MAIL(Sl»iTi7 "19086 E$l 

425 LITTLE 0IRL/BLUEDAYS"22735Ej<$l. 
NAN BLACKSTONE alngs 

BL201 V# 




.All.n.H„«n.0rk *=.&-.» .ZJ^JS^SSH? -""SSST gSSSliSS Sgg t 
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22 PRACTICE 

23 WISH I 
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35 I'LL NEVER GRIEVE/SILV 202333 JJJ gtUffitKm WZ»C« tt W V * M( »',' 1 l'"VE'vW»ondOrk 12 7 8E ^ j^^ m/j Jg^, vHj 537B l J*d „„ ^ by Irving CCu804E »«S2 £HASERS-*,Thoy-Hot „U 
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5"2~ROSE TlaMO/OO AM 100 
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AUIANAC SINOERS-ToploalPolk-AllSt 
3? HAbTT AWAY~JOE/BLCri» 0EN5015 E 



362 ST.LOU SL/JiokKoufir.i 1 n002431vi*dg_ e , lody „,,, oell 
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40 TALKIH UNION/TRAIN KEYN3 0I E# 

41 OET THEE BEHIND ME/ - "^02 E# 



42 BELTLINE OIRL/DEAR PRES 305 E# 
MICKEY' ALBERT ORK-S*oet-Columbla 
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